Revolt in Alexandria                   447
had ever been gathered into a single city The more respectable citizens had no reason to love the Romans The fate of Cyprus seemed a foreshadowing of their own They too, unless they looked to themselves, would be absorbed in the devouring Empire. They had made an end of Pompey, and CaBsar had shown no gratitude Csesar himself was now in their hands Till the wind changed they thought that he could not escape, and they were tempted, naturally enough, to use the chance which fate had given them
Pothmus, a palace eunuch and one of young Ptolemy's guardians, sent secretly for the tioops at Pe-lusium, and gave the command of them to Achillas, the officer who had mmdeied Pompey The city rose when they came in, a,nd Caesar found himself blockaded in the palace and the part of the city which ]omed the outer harbor The situation was irritating from its absuidity, but more or less it was really dangerous The Egyptian fleet which had been sent to Greece in aid of Pompey had come back, and was in the inner basin It outnumbered Caesar's, and the Alexandrians were the best seamen in the Mediterranean If they came out, they might cut his communications Without hesitation he set fire to the docks , burnt or disabled the greater part of the ships, seized the Pharos and the mole which connected it with the town , fortified the palace and the line of houses occupied by his troops, and in this position he remained for several weeks, defending himself against the whole power of Egypt Of the time in which legend describes him as abandoned to his love for Cleopatra, there was hardly an hour of either day or night in which he was aot fighting for